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My brothers and sisters in Christ:


First, welcome to Rome and to the Consulta of the Equestrian Order of  the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem.  This Mass is being offered for your intentions and for the intentions of our Order and its work in the Holy Land.


The readings in today’s Mass seem to have been especially chosen for us.

In the first reading, Isaiah has the nations saying:  
“Come, let us climb the Lord’s mountain, to the house of the God of Jacob, that He may instruct us in His ways, and  we may walk in His paths..”


Isaiah then continues:


“For from Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  He shall judge between the nations, and impose terms on many peoples.  They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; one nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again.”


Is not our work in the Order of the Holy Sepulchre a work for peace?


First, we seek to help the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem to make more widely known the message of truth and love in the Gospel of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.


Second,  we concentrate on assistance to schools and charitable institutions which are open to all people, so that an atmosphere of mutual understanding and mutual respect might be fostered in Israel, Palestine and Jordan – an understanding and respect which, we hope, will lead to a lasting peace.


Third, we pray for peace – especially in the Holy Land, but also throughout the world.  We pray that swords may truly be transformed into plowshares, into instruments of peace.


In the Gospel, we heard the centurion beg Our Lord to heal his servant, but to say, when the Lord offers to come to his home, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you enter under my roof; only say the word and my servant will be healed.”


Are not these almost exactly the words which we say together with the priest before Communion?


Can we, who have been pilgrims to the Holy Land, not view in our mind’s eye Mt. Zion and the wall of the ancient Temple?  Can we not visualize Capernaum by the shores of the Sea of Galilee?


Thus, we have part of the formula for peace in the Holy Land – from the Book of Isaiah. We have a formula for our own sanctification in the humble words of the centurion – a confession of our own unworthiness and an openness to the work of divine grace within us.
 The garments which we wear – with the Jerusalem Cross symbolizing the five wounds of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ – are designed not to set us apart as special people, which we are not, but to remind ourselves and others of our special obligation to be identified with the Passion of Christ and to assist the Christians who live in the land made holy by Him.


Thus, we can conclude now with that prayer which is so memorable from the investiture ceremony and from so many ceremonies of the Way of the Cross in our parishes and schools: “We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You, because by Your Holy Cross You have redeemed the world!”
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