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INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE OF 
CARDINAL JOHN P. FOLEY,

GRAND MASTER OF 
THE EQUESTRIAN ORDER OF 
THE HOLY SEPULCHRE,

AT THE AUDIENCE WITH HIS HOLINESS, 
POPE BENEDICT XVI, DECEMBER 5, 2008


Most Holy Father:


We are deeply grateful to you for having granted an audience to the Grand Magisterium and the Lieutenants of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre on the occasion of our Consulta, the quinquennial meeting of the representatives of our Order not only from Europe, but also from North and South America, Asia and Oceania.


We are also grateful that the group you see here before you represents more than 24,000 Knights and Ladies of the Holy Sepulchre from throughout the world who will have contributed 
almost fifty million euros since the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000 for the parishes, schools and charitable institutions of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem.  Most of those schools and charitable institutions serve not only the Catholics of the Latin Patriarchate but also all Christians and indeed all residents – Christians, Moslems and Jews -- in the areas where they are located in Israel, Palestine and Jordan.  We truly hope that this universal service promotes not only the cause of Christian unity but also greater interreligious understanding and eventual peace in that land made sacred by the life, death and resurrection of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Many of our members have made pilgrimages to the Holy Land, where they visit not only the places made sacred by Our Lord but also some of the parishes and institutions helped by our Order.  I am sure that Patriarch Fouad Twal , our Grand Prior and the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, would hope with me that Your Holiness might be able to visit some of the places assisted by our Order when and if you are able to make your desired pilgrimage to the Holy Land.

In the meantime, be assured of our continuing prayers not only for Your Holiness but also for the often beleaguered and continually diminishing flock of our brothers and sisters in the Faith in that Land of the Lord which we rightly call Holy, ad we sincerely ask your Apostolic Blessing for them and for us.  Thank you.

