STATEMENT BY CARDINAL BERTONE
Your Eminence, 
Venerable Brothers in the episcopacy,

Distinguished Members of the Grand Magistery and Lieutenants 
of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre!

I am most grateful for the invitation so courteously extended to me to take part in the closing session of this meeting, which has gathered you here in Rome, the center of Christianity. 
In keeping with customary practice, you have come together to take stock of the aims and purposes of your historical institution and update the ways and means whereby your mission is carried out in practice. I take true pleasure in extending my affectionate greetings to one and all. Said greetings are obviously addressed in the first place to His Eminence Cardinal John Patrick Foley, Grand Master of the Order, who is experiencing his first ever Consulta, since he was appointed to such a prestigious office by the Holy Father in June of last year.
You have already had the joy of an encounter with His Holiness Benedict XVI and have heard his encouraging words highlighting your mission, whose centuries-long aim has been and remains that of protecting and promoting the sacred places of Christianity, the places where the Paschal mystery unfolded, the places where Christ, our Redeemer, died and rose from the dead.
I too wish to express my appreciation for the vast number of works and institutions you support with such praiseworthy generosity.
At the same time I would like to encourage you to cultivate ever more those sentiments and intentions that animate you one and all, and which, according to the institutional requirements of your Order, stem forth from genuine and noble affection for the Holy Land. In a very special way do I wish to render manifest the Holy See’s recognition for your concrete endeavors of charity towards the Christian communities living their Christian profession in the troubled regions of the Middle East, doing so not without sacrifices. Those beloved Catholic ecclesial communities are now most especially in need of their brothers’ industrious affection in order to continue living and bearing witness to their faith in the land of Jesus. Those Christian communities reach out to you for help, and how can anyone fail to recognize your efforts to assist the schools, cultural institutions and places of worship of the Latin Patriarcate of Jerusalem? The schools contribute to ensuring the future presence of the Christian faith in these places and represent  a sound contribution to the civic, human and social promotion of those populations, especially through the formation of honest citizens and good Christians, or also non Christians.
I was pleased to learn that during these days together you have delved into the spirituality that identifies you in the Church and must inspire you more and more in your endeavors. Belonging to the Order of the Holy Sepulchre must, in fact, represent a stimulus to ‘personal’ asceticism on the part of each knight and lady: may prayer, constant reference to the Word of God read and incarnated in life, and readiness to sacrifice be ever present points of reference in your personal and community life. May your special communities become schools of prayer in order to tackle today’s challenges with a constructive spirit and Christian hope. 
Each Christian, by virtue of baptism and insofar as a member of the people of God, is called upon within the conditions of his own life to carry out the mission of the Church, which is evangelization in order to bring the liberating proclamation of the Gospel to one and all. This is demanded by the ongoing process of secularization, which is becoming particularly acute in the most delicate sphere of the family, the transmission and acceptance of life itself, where the countenance we observe is becoming ever more dechristianized. Consumerism and materialism tend to make people forget God, tend to exclude Him from the life horizon of so many people, thereby curtailing the authentic dimensions of man. It is therefore necessary for Christians to have the skills of clarity and persuasiveness in advancing the sole authentic and adequate response, which is Christ Himself, the perfect model of man and his Savior. It is necessary to inject this response of faith well into today’s changing culture in order to regenerate it from within, liberate it from its myriad forms of slavery, and open it to true values.
All this constitutes a challenge for you, dear friends of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre. Your most meritorious Order is present in its various expressions throughout the world, intent as always on generating renewed attention and solidarity towards the Holy Land. Yours is an Order that can count on substantial presence in terms of quantity!  See to it that this is meaningful presence in terms of quality as well by being ever more part of the journey traveled by the local Churches, intensely active in works of the apostolate. Insofar as lay faithful you are called in your daily endeavors at home, at work and in society to recompose the oneness of a life that draws inspiration and force from the Gospel for its fulfillment. Moreover, your Order cannot help but be more and more of a forge for the formation of the laity, who, enlightened by the Social Doctrine of the Church, are active on the front lines in the defense of the sacred gift of life, the safeguarding of the dignity of the human person, the implementation of the freedom of education, the promotion of the true meaning of marriage and the family, the exercise of charity towards those most in need, and the weaving of peace and justice. This formative dimension will enable you to imbue temporal realities with the redemptive force of the Gospel. Only in this manner will your Order be a transforming resource in the society and culture of the countries where you are present; a resource able to have an impact on comprehensive orientations and in its own manner help to bring into the social fabric of life the richness of values and the seeds of life proper to the message of the Gospel.  
During this time of Advent the Church never ceases to exhort us to be vigilant. Being vigilant and watchful means expediting the service requested of us with loins girded and lamps lighted, always ready to welcome the Lord coming to visit us in the brothers we meet along the way. With this disposition must we live and work, bearing witness everywhere to the newness of the Christian life. Romano Guardini writes: “With Jesus Christ human existence enters into a new situation and the entire world is caught up in the fervor that burst aflame in Palestine”.  My sincere wish is that you and all those you represent may always cultivate this style of life. Thus do I hope you may live this time of Advent, preparing yourselves for a Christmas abounding with faith and renewed apostolic generosity. I entrust you, your families and your projects to the maternal intercession of Mary, whom we will solemnly celebrate in a few days time on the feast of the Immaculate Conception. Once again, thank you one and all for the service you render to the Church, and best wishes for a holy Christmas and a happy New Year!

